I am grateful for the opportunity to send you this message through your parish newsletter.

In the course of my work as your Member of Parliament I meet many constituents at my constituency Surgeries.  Constituents contact me either because they wish to discuss issues, or to ask for my help with problems they are experiencing.

Increasingly, I am hearing about problems my constituents are experiencing in obtaining housing.  In many cases, people have a very understandable desire to have a home in the village where they grew up, perhaps to be close to their parents, or close to where their children are attending school.  All too often, this has not been possible, and people are waiting for years on local authority waiting lists for a suitable property, because the cost of housing means they cannot afford to buy their own home.

It’s tragic to be talking to young couples, often with children, who have lived all their lives in South Cambridgeshire but who can’t afford to buy because house prices have doubled over  the last six years and there are too few Housing Association or local authority homes available for them to rent.  

That’s why I’ve launched a campaign to get the Government to let South Cambridgeshire District Council keep the money it receives from rents and the money it receives from Council house sales and be able to reinvest that money locally into new houses for rent.  Last year South Cambs had to hand £10 million over to the Government!  That could build a hundred new homes a year for local people to be able to rent properties in their home villages.

For further information, see my press release “MP calls on Government to let South Cambridgeshire build more homes for rent for local families” on my website at www.andrewlansley.co.uk.  I have sent a copy of my letter to the Government to all the parish councils; so they can express their ideas as well as how we can house our young people locally.
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